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Think tanks have an 
attention-getting 
problem.





“The images, released by 
CSIS, have contributed to 
a distinctive shift in the 
American debate about 
China.”



●

●
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nYBJbl8-sbw


I wrote no code to make this.



Maps can be for 
video editors and 
motion designers!
You don’t have to be an engineer 
or front-end developer to create 
compelling map stories like these.

TOOLS WE’RE USING:
1. Mapbox Studio and its 

third-party integration support
2. Adobe AfterEffects & Premiere 
3. GEOlayers 

https://aescripts.com/geolayers/?aff=56

4. Trapcode Mir AE extension for 
3D extrusions

5. Google Earth Studio also 
emerging as viable tool 
https://earth.google.com/studio



Create stories.
Not repositories.



THEY TELL A DAMN STORY. They don’t turn off casual or 
potentially interested viewers with think-tanky dashboard-hell.

NO DEVELOPERS NEEDED. You need a designer or video editor 
with at least basic knowledge of Mapbox Studio and how a 
geodatabase like OSM works.

LOW HARDWARE REQUIREMENTS. You don’t have to worry 
about WebGL compatibility on government computers or 
handling issues with graceful degradation.

Benefits of maps as videos



We influenced 
and engaged!
➔ Predicted the strike on Saudi 

Arabia’s oil plants a month 
before it happened in Sept. 2019

➔ Revealed oversight in the Trump 
admin’s N. Korea negotiations

➔ Produced 16 episodes with more 
than 1.3 million unique views

➔ Averaged an 80% view 
completion rate

Outcomes





Thanks! 
Twitter: @pkfranz
https://www.paul-franz.com

Watch all my map briefings:

https://www.vimeo.com/pkfranz


